
Thank you to our 

Gold & Diamond  

Level Sponsors  

The Bruckmeyer Family 

 

 

THE SPACE COAST  

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND 

36th Regional Tournament 

Feb. 28, 2026 

Viera Middle School 



 

2 

School Board of Brevard County 

 Superintendent 

Dr. Mark Rendell 

School Board Members 

Megan Wright  District 1 

Gene Trent   District 2 

John Thomas   District 3 

Matt Susin   District 4 

Katye Campbell  District 5 
 

Our Mission is 

To serve every student 

 with excellence as the standard. 

 
 

2026 Schedule 

7:30 am—10:00 am Team Check-in 

7:30 am—5:00 pm  Sales 

8:00 am—3:25 pm Long Term Performances 

8:00am—3:20 pm Spontaneous—TEAMS ONLY 

12:00 pm—3:30 pm  OMER Fest 

5:30 pm—6:30 pm     Awards Ceremony 

6:30 pm—6:45 pm  Going to State Meeting 
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Odyssey of the Mind Pledge 

Odyssey of the Mind is in the air,  

in my heart and everywhere. 

My team and I will reach together,  

to find a solution now and forever. 

We are the Odyssey of the Mind 
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Space Coast Regional Board 

Regional Director - Melinda Gerding 
Tournament Director - Sue Klaasen 
 
Problem Captains 
Problem 1 - Lisa DeVries 
Problem 2 - Lara Tarillo 
Problem 3 - Kim and Rob Dickman, incoming Maily    

Hafizi and Marsadi Sandy 
Problem 4 - Mandi Carr and Melissa Cornatzer 
Problem 5 - Chana Speir and TJ Hiller 
Primary - Judy Carr and Beatrice Showman 
Spontaneous - Kat Gerding, incoming Brandon DeVries 
Score Room - Chris Truex and Tami Lanterman 
 
IT Captain - Robert Klaasen 
Site Coordinator - Jay Klaasen, Melinda Maier and 

Christian Wright 
Sales and District Liaison - Amanda Howell 
OMERFest Trustee - Rebecca Charvet 
Hospitality Trustee - Lauren Clark 
Coaches’ Coach - Lisbeth Clark 
Problem 4 Coaches’ Coach - Joe Gerding 
Awards Ceremony Emcee - Rob Dickman 

 

"You can't use up creativity. The more you use 
the more you have." ― Maya Angelou 
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Tournament Acknowledgements 

The cooperation and commitment of many schools, teach-

ers, parents and the community are essential to the con-

tinued success of Space Coast Odyssey of the Mind. Each 

year our Regional Tournament is made possible by the 

generous donations of time, energy and financial support 

from individuals and businesses who recognize the bene-

fits the program brings to Space Coast students and the 

community. 

Many thanks to  our supporters: 

Viera Middle School 

Catherine McNutt , Principal 

Jennifer Hughes , Assistant Principal 

Custodial Staff 

Brevard County Schools 

Bayside High School Culinary 

Sam & Barbara Musgrave – Officials Hospitality 

School Contacts – (27) 

Judges (125) 

Officials (20)  

Workers (68) 

Student Volunteers  

Team Coaches – the backbone of Odyssey of the Mind 

Parents, teachers, relatives & friends  
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Problem 6: 
Clowning Around With Science 

 
What kind of hair do oceans have? Wavy! In 

this problem, OM teams will create an 

original performance about a group of come-

dy performers that teach lessons about nat-

ural science. The lessons will also include a 

visual effect, a sound effect, and jokes. 

 

Primary parade at the beginning 

of the awards ceremony! 
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Thank You to Our Donors 
 

Donations, both in-kind and funds, allow us to defray 
costs for our teams, finance our tournament and pro-

vide support for teams advancing to World Finals.  
 

Bronze Level $50 - $299  
Kelsey’s Pizza, Mr. Delicious, Chick-Fil-A-Malabar 

Road, Publix Cocoa SR 504 
Costco Viera, Target Palm Bay, Moe’s Southwest Grill 

 
Silver Level $300 - $499 

Your Name Here! 
 

Gold Level $500 - $999  
Slonim Law 

GEM Industries, Inc. 
 

Diamond Level $1000 (Problem Sponsor) 
Problem 1 - Anonymous Corporate Sponsor 

Problem 2 - Bruckmeyer Family 
Problem 4 - Gerding Engineering Corporation 

 
Tournament Sponsor $3500 

Your Name Here! 
 

For more information about joining our supporters, 
please contact  

Melinda Gerding, Regional Director at  
spacecoastrd@floma.org 
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Odyssey of the Mind Goals 
 

Develop and enhance creative thinking abilities. 

Increase student ability to apply known principles and facts to 

“hands-on” situations. 

Improve communication skills. 

Learn how to use the creative problem-solving process. 

Recognize and utilize skills of ALL team members. 

Locate and utilize local resources. 

Utilize research skills. 

Enhance the use of higher order thinking and critical thinking 

skills, especially analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. 

Understand that it is possible to have fun while learning and 

using these skills. 

The Odyssey of the Mind program strives to help young people 

realize the importance of personal growth and life-long 

learning. The Odyssey of the Mind program contends that 

this quest for knowledge can be undertaken in creative and 

pleasurable ways.

Odyssey of the Mind Age Divisions 

Primary  -  Grades K-2 (Non Competitive) 

Division I – Grades K-5  

Division II – Grades 6-8  

Division III – Grades 9-12  

Division IV – Collegiate for ALL TEAMS. All teams must have a majority of 

members who are high school graduates and registered for at least one class 

at a college, university, accredited technical school, or member of the mili-

tary. Team members do not have to attend the same institution. 
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Check out State Sales  

Merchandise       

 starting March 1st 
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Problem 5: 
Taller Tales of John Jivery 

 
No one can tell a story like an OMer! In this 

problem, teams will create and present a hu-

morous performance about an original tall 

tale. The tale will include a team-created he-

ro or heroine that performs an incredible 

feat, a unique explanation of how something 

began or came to be, and a surprise for the 

audience. Each event will be accompanied by 

a visual weather effect that represents an 

emotion. 

Support Space Coast Odyssey of the 

Mind by shopping at our  Sales Shop 

Over in front of Building 2. 

 T-shirts, trading pins, crazy hats and 

more 
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Space Coast Region 
Memberships 

 

Calvary Chapel Academy 

Cape View Ele Sch 

Center for Interdisciplinary 

Writing & Research 

Christa McAuliffe Ele Sch 

Columbia Ele Sch 

DeLaura Middle Sch 

Edgewood Jr Sr High Sch 

Emma Jewel Charter Acad. 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Acad. 

HOPE Academy 

LFEC Stream Academy 

Lockmar Ele Sch 

Manatee Ele Sch 

Meadowlane Intermedi-

ate  

Melbourne High School 

Ocean Breeze Ele Sch 

Palm Bay High Sch 

R L Stevenson Ele Sch 

Ralph Williams Ele Sch 

Riviera Ele Sch 

Rockledge High School 

Royal Palm Charter Sch 

Sculptor Charter Sch  

Southlake Ele Sch 

Titusville High Sch 

Viera Ele Sch 

West Melb. Ele Sch for Sci  

“Think left and think right and think low 

and think high. Oh, the thinks you can 

think up if only you try.” ― Dr. Seuss 
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Odyssey of the Mind is an international, 

creative problem-solving program that 

fosters the development of creative 

thinking and problem-solving skills in 

young people. 

Brevard County became formally involved in this program 

for the first time during the 1989-90 school year, and soon 

became known as the Space Coast Region in the Florida Od-

yssey of the Mind Association which is one of the largest 

associations in Odyssey of the Mind. This year we are excit-

ed to have memberships from Volusia County along with 

our Brevard County memberships. 

Space Coast teams compete against other students in their 

age division and long-term problem  at the annual regional 

tournament. Winning regional teams advance to the state 

tournament and compete with teams from the other Flori-

da regions. State winners are invited to the World Finals at 

which they compete with international teams, make life-

long friendships and pin trade. 

We are very proud and in awe of the tremendous dedica-

tion exhibited by students, coaches, and volunteers alike. 

You represent Space Coast well!  Good luck! 

Melinda Gerding 

Regional Director 

spacecoastrd@floma.org 
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IS YOUR TEAM FIlLING 

UP YOUR SCAVENGER 

HUNT CARD? 

COMPLETE THE HUNT 

AND GET A VINTAGE OM 

TRADING PIN! 
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Problem 4: 
Life's a Ball! 

 
Party Time! In this problem, teams will create 

a performance about throwing a party or a 

ball. The team will design and build a balsa 

wood structure that is tested by balancing and 

supporting as much weight as possible. At in-

tervals various balls will be rolled to collide 

with the structure. The performance will in-

clude a creative “ball” character and a party 

guest that explains the impact of the collisions 

using team-created terms. 

Sponsored locally by 
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Florida Odyssey of the Mind  

State Tournament 

April 4, 2026 

Orange County Convention Center 

West Concourse 

 

2026 World Finals  

May 27—20, 2026 

Iowa State University 

Ames, Iowa 
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Problem 3: 
The Epic Quest 

 
OMers, are you ready to get EPIC? Quests 

from history have been passed from genera-

tion to generation through many art forms, 

including poetry. OMers will create an epic po-

em that details a team-created quest that is 

acted out in the performance. During the 

quest, the characters encounter an original 

beast, will rescue someone, and will over-

come an epic challenge. The performance will 

use colors to help depict different settings. 

Don’t forget to check out 

OMER Fest from 12– 3:30 
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For more information about the Od-

yssey of the Mind Program contact 

Regional Director Melinda Gerding 

at spacecoastrd@floma.org  or on 

the State  level,  Anna Long, FLOMA State Director. 

 

For the latest information on Odyssey of the Mind, 

 visit: 

International Web Site at 

www.odysseyofthemind.com 

Florida Web Site at ww.floridaodysseyofthemind.com 

Regional Web Site at www.spacecoastodyssey.org  

Florida Odyssey of the 
Mind is holding its 3rd 
annual online auction to 

raise funds to defray costs for teams. We rely on dona-
tions and fundraising to supplement team fees for the 
$30,000 needed for the state tournament. 
 
Help support Florida Odyssey of the Mind by partici-
pating in the auction when it opens in March.  
Follow Florida Odyssey of the Mind and Space Coast 
Odyssey of the Mind on Facebook for updates on the 
auction. 

http://www.spacecoastodyssey.org
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Sponsored locally 
by 

An Anonymous  

Corporate Donor 

Problem 1: 
Off the Rails 

 
All aboard! OMers become conductors and en-

gineers as they design, build, and operate a 

train vehicle. As the train travels the course it 

will have a new car attached at each stop. 

Along the route it will encounter challenges 

that make the train travel in different ways. 

After all of its cargo is picked up, the items 

will be unloaded and assembled into a work of 

art. The performance will also include the use 

of ARM & HAMMER Baking Soda, a humor-

ous conductor character, and a villain charac-

ter that tries to prevent the train from getting 

to its destination. Sponsored by ARM & HAM-

MER  
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Problem 2: 
Lost in OMERland 

 
Getting lost often leads to unexpected oppor-

tunities! In this problem OM teams will de-

sign, build, and operate a Technical Trip Assis-

tant only to find their voice activated device 

has a few malfunctions that result in hilarity. 

While they set out to explore a new place, the 

device gives a humorous answer to a ques-

tion, wrong directions that take them to an 

unexpected location, and a silly translation. 

All props and backdrops must fit inside two 

suitcases. 

*In appreciation for 10 years of incredible experiences for their 

daughters Ayn and Jilian, the Bruckmeyer Family proudly spon-

sors this problem. Barbra (ELA/ILA Department Chair, Central 

Middle School) and Josh (VP of Engineering, L3Harris Technolo-

gies) celebrate the power of STEM education to inspire the next 

generation of innovators. 

 

Sponsored locally by 

The Bruckmeyer 

Family* 
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International 

Sponsor 
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